would go to great lengths to win their cases sometimes
putting the poor medical practitioner to great trouble and
embarrassment.

Once a party of landlords brought a washer-woman
for examination and certificate. She was supposed to
have been raped that morning. I told them it was best
they got her examined by a Government Lady Doctor and
certified. They insisted on my examining her as they learnt
about my work as an Obstetrician in the neighbouring vil-
lage. I could elicit this history from her. She was 30, a
widow of 12 years standing, had no sexual relations since
her widowhood. On the morning of the offence, when she
was alone on the outskirts of the village, the accused
pounced on her and dragged her to. a neighbouring seclud-
ed bush and in spite of her struggling and shouting over-
powered her and raped her. She went and reported the
matter to her employer who brought her to me for exami-
nation. She had no children and had lived with her hus-
band for four years. She was menstruating at the time of
the offence.

I took her to the examination room for a private exa-
mination in the presence of the midwife. The party was a
hefty, young, country woman. It appeared it would take
the team work of three or four ordinary men to rape her.
. She had some scratches on her back and one or two marks
which looked like teeth impressions on her cheek. Consi-
dering her statement that she had had no sexual intercourse
for the last 12 years, her genitalia did not show any signs
of violence or injury consequent on rape; There was some
blood on the examining finger which could be explained
by her being in her menstrual period. I took a vaginal
smear to be examined for any spermatoza, and completed
my examination,

I told the spokesman of the party that pending the
examination of the vaginal smear, there was no positive
evidence of rape having taken place and no purpose would
be served by my giving a certificate to that effect They
brought an advocate who was more cantankerous than
knowledgeable. Apart from his eliciting from me the
ingredients that constitute an offence of rape and the rea~
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